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Photograph: ITC Films There are few things more comforting than a night on the sofa with an entertaining flick - but what to watch is always a conundrum. Often, you can spend so long deciding on a movie to tune into, by the time that choice is made it's too late to start watching.That's why we've put together a list of films you can watch right now on
NOW TV to remove the guesswork from your evening. Whether you fancy a Hitchcock classic or an animated adventure, something romantic or thrilling, you're sure to find something to get your teeth stuck into... Romance Ghost Sky Patrick Swayze plays the ghost lover watching over his girlfriend (played by Demi Moore) and trying to keep danger
from her door. And who can forget that pottery wheel scene? STREAM NOWThe Bodyguard Sky This achingly romantic film follows famous music star, Rachel Marron (played by Whitney Houston in her acting debut), who takes an ex-Secret Service agent on as her bodyguard. Set to the soundtrack of Whitney’s records, it’s worth watching for the
music alone.STREAM NOWAbout Time Sky Richard Curtis directs this film about a time-traveller played by Domhnall Gleeson). He goes about the complicated business of attempting to fix his love life, by altering events in his recent past. Rachel McAdams also stars. STREAM NOWSIleepless in Seattle Sky A Seattle dad (played by Tom Hanks) gets
some help from his son when he calls a radio station to find his dad a girlfriend. Across the country in Baltimore, Annie hears his call. STREAM NOWComedy We're the Millers Sky A dysfunctional fake family consisting of a drug dealer (Jason Sudeikis), stripper (Jennifer Aniston), runaway (Emma Roberts) and awkward teenager (Will Poulter) get into
a number of hilarious scrapes as they try to smuggle an RV of illegal goods over the US-Mexico border. STREAM NOWBridget Jones' Diary Sky Even if you're all by yourself, this Renee Zellweger classic is guaranteed to make you smile and swoon, with scene-stealing moments from Hugh Grant and Colin Firth. STREAM NOWCrazy Rich Asians Sky The
romantic comedy based on the book by Kevin Kwan was the runaway success of 2018. A Chinese-American professor (Constance Wu) goes to meet the super-rich family of her boyfriend (Henry Golding) in Singapore.STREAM NOWCrazy Stupid Love Sky Steve Carell plays a hapless man who has been recently left by his wife (Julianne Moore). After
meeting a womaniser (Ryan Gosling) in a bar, he's given a crash course in how to talk to women. STREAM NOW50 First Dates Sky The classic rom-com duo Drew Barrymore and Adam Sandler star in this Hawaii-based flick. Barrymore plays a girl who can only remember the last 24 hours at a time.STREAM NOWThe classics The Godfather Sky The
original Mafia movie features Marlon Brando in an unforgettable role as the head of the family. Consequences follow his decision to hand the running of his empire over to his son. STREAM NOWRoman Holiday Sky Witness Audrey Hepburn’s Oscar-winning performance as an Italian Princess with a mind of her own, leading an American reporter on a
romantic adventure through Rome. STREAM NOWThe Italian Job Sky Birthplace of the famous line, "You were only supposed to blow the bloody doors off", the original 1969 film stars Michael Caine as a crook attempting a heist in Italy and features plenty of classic minis. STREAM NOWThe Birds Sky This Hitchcock favourite has captivated audiences
for decades. A strange mood comes over the birds in an American town, causing them to attack without reason. STREAM NOWFamily favourites Aladdin Sky Fancy a bit of nostalgia? This live-action re-imagining of the famous Disney classic is guaranteed to hit the spot. The magical tale follows street urchin, Aladdin, who unleashes the power of a
wish-granting genie, falls in love with Princess Jasmine and battles the evil Jafar. STREAM NOWToy Story 4 Sky Join Woody and the gang as they embark on their next big adventure in the fourth film in the iconic franchise. Expect a host of new toys as well as a few familiar faces, plus a stellar voice cast that includes the likes of Keanu Reeves, Tom
Hanks, Tim Allen and Joan Cusack.STREAM NOWThe Cat in the Hat Sky Dr Seuss’s magical book is brought to life in this colourful, chaotic and delightful film. A brother and sister are visited by a hilariously unruly cat and his friends. STREAM NOWNanny McPhee Sky In some ways the antithesis of the delightful Mary Poppins, frumpy Nanny McPhee
(Emma Thompson) comes to care for a gaggle of cheeky siblings and work her magic. STREAM NOWPeter Rabbit Sky All ages are sure to enojy the 2018 animated film about a very naughty rabbit, voiced by James Corden. Peter and his friends run riot as Mr McGregor’s nephew tries to keep them out of his garden. STREAM NOWThe Lego Movie Sky
The multi-award-winning animation won countless awards and boasts a stellar cast, with everyone from Chris Pratt to Morgan Freeman voicing Lego characters. Ordinary Lego man Emmet is tasked with saving the Lego world. STREAM NOWActionCaptain Marvel Sky This female-fronted superhero movie is about a warrior from another world who has
recurring memories of another life on earth. STREAM NOWTerminator Genisys Sky He always said he’d be back, and Arnold Schwarzenegger is in full Terminator mode once again. Emilia Clarke stars in this time-travelling mission to save humanity from machines. STREAM NOWThe Transporter Sky The first in the Jason Statham action series follows
Frank Martin, the ex-Special Forces driver who transports anything anywhere, no questions asked. That is, until he gets a package he wasn’t expecting. STREAM NOW Venom Sky Tom Hardy plays a disgraced reporter who becomes inhabited by an alien life-form. At the same time, a rich business man is trying to find human hosts to incubate other
aliens for his own gain. STREAM NOWThrillersGodzilla: King of the Monsters Sky This sequel to 2014’s Godzilla will have you on the edge of your seat. When ancient monsters rise again, the crypto-zoological agency Monarch must prepare to fight. Millie Bobby Brown (Stranger Things), Vera Farmiga (Bates Motel) and Ken Watanabe (Inception) star.
STREAM NOWPet Sematary NOW TV This re-imagining of Stephen King’s bestselling novel follows a family that move to a house in rural Maine - and it’s delightfully frightening. When a father buries his young son after a tragic accident, he’s horrified to find that the cemetery he chose has the power to resurrect its inhabitants. STREAM NOWOscar
winners The Favourite 20th Century Fox We were far from shocked when Olivia Colman took home the best actress Oscar for her role as Queen Anne in this period drama. She’s utterly captivating as she occupies the throne while her close friend Lady Sarah (Rachel Weisz) and Baroness Masham (Emma Stone) battle to be Court favourites. STREAM
NOWA Star is Born Sky This romantic 2018 remake stars Bradley Cooper as a country old-timer who discovers a rising star played by Lady Gaga. You’ll recognise the number one single Shallow as the soundtrack of the movie. STREAM NOWLike this article? Sign up to our newsletter to get more articles like this delivered straight to your inbox.SIGN
UP In need of some positivity or not able to make it to the shops? Enjoy Good Housekeeping delivered directly to your door every month! Subscribe to Good Housekeeping magazine now.SUBSCRIBE HERE When it comes to real-life narratives, Edward Snowden’s seems tailor-made for Hollywood. The mix of espionage and government antipathy, as
well as the evolution from obedient soldier to on-the-run whistleblower, makes a compelling enough case for a Breaking Bad: NSA Edition. Yet while Americans have strong opinions on national security—stoking the ongoing brouhaha over hero or traitor, public servant versus political dissident—few of them can actually say who Snowden is.“That’s a
problem,” says Kieran Fitzgerald, screenwriter behind the Oliver Stone-directed biopic Snowden. Though Europeans, who have dealt with more recent privacy transgressions in their politics, know and approve highly of the American government leaker, he says the same can’t be said stateside. “People will almost certainly confuse him with WikiL.eaks
or Julian Assange.” Snowden’s story has hit the big screen before, with Laura Poitras’s Academy Award-winning Citizenfour in 2014. While that account certainly played out like a Hollywood thriller—from one of the reporters who facilitated Snowden’s government leaks, no less—it remained very much a documentary retelling, one centered almost
exclusively on the disclosures and their sensational aftermath. Citizenfour did little to make a proper introduction to the man at the center of the furor, much less one outside the scope of the scandal.That’s where Fitzgerald stepped in. Along with Stone, he found himself in the unique position of writing what could end up being Hollywood’s definitive
take on Edward Snowden—the one most likely to shift public opinion in a significant way. “I was motivated by a sense of responsibility for this guy’s life and his public perception,” he says. “And his life is going to depend on public perception.” For three years, Snowden has lived in Moscow, where he’s been granted political asylum since the United
States revoked his passport. And it was there, in May 2014 and only a stone’s throw away from Vladmir Putin, that Fitzgerald first met the movie’s subject. By his account, the visit came together rather easily. Anatoly Kucherena, the Russian attorney representing Snowden since he first landed at Sheremetyevo Airport, had reached out to producer
Moritz Borman about purchasing the rights to his novel. Titled Time of the Octopus, it revolves around a National Security Agency whistleblower who finds himself in limbo at a Moscow airport. Borman called Stone, whom he’d worked with before, and Stone called Fitzgerald. A week later, they were in Moscow.“We didn’t know what to expect,”
Fitzgerald says. While many films, and certainly most biopics, begin with some sort of blueprint, he says they approached Snowden’s story with open minds. They had very little to go on, outside of a Vanity Fair piece (“very, very long,” he says) and Luke Harding’s book, The Snowden Files: The Inside Story of the World’s Most Wanted Man. (“It had
inaccuracies.”) The simple truth was that they wouldn’t know what they had to work with until meeting the man himself.To complicate matters, Snowden had maintained a policy of not telling his own story to the media for the previous nine months, wanting to keep the spotlight on the issues and not himself. When Fitzgerald and Stone came around,
Snowden hadn’t yet met with or been interviewed by journalists; theirs would be one of the first attempts to get his first-person account. “It was a delicate moment,” Fitzgerald says. “There was this sort of anxiety wondering whether we were going to get enough to write this movie.” In the end, the visit lasted five days. The three men sat in a room for
nearly a week, spending hours at a time jockeying between what Fitzgerald and Stone needed for a movie and what Snowden felt comfortable disclosing. By the time Fitzgerald returned home, he’d reached a point of openness with Snowden such that they kept in constant email communication while writing the script that summer. “Ed was very
forthcoming and very helpful throughout the entire process,” he says. “The ball was really in his court.” “A Regular Guy”With enough material at his disposal, Fitzgerald set out to write a movie that would humanize Edward Snowden to the American public. The key challenge was finding an emotional throughline that audiences could connect
with.Looming in the background was the added pressure of having to move as fast as humanly possible. “There was no time for creative blocks. It was a competitive project early on,” he says, referring to another Snowden project announced at the same time as theirs. Sony had optioned Glenn Greenwald’s No Place to Hide: Edward Snowden, the
NSA, and the U.S. Surveillance State, which pushed Stone’s project to put out a script and get into production first.It was during that process that Fitzgerald had to narrow his focus. None of the story ideas discussed early on—showing Snowden’s childhood, making his parents main characters, exploring his life in Russia—yielded the kind of baseline
connection he’d been looking for.There was also Time of the Octopus to consider. A WikilL.eaks report revealed that Kucherena’s novel cost Stone $1 million, an exorbitant sum for material he and Fitzgerald ended up not using. The purchase, Stone has admitted, was a means of getting access to Snowden; otherwise, many people involved with the film
—including star Joseph Gordon-Levitt—refuse to discuss the book. In fact, when asked about it, Fitzgerald says, “What I want to say about [Kucherena] is that he is a lovely, lovely man.”After sorting through all his available options, Fitzgerald was left with one obvious element: Snowden’s girlfriend, Lindsay Mills (played in the film by Shailene
Woodley). “Lindsay was really the only consistent presence for him in his nine years in the intelligence community,” he says. “She was with him every step of the way.”Fitzgerald used their relationship as the crux of the film. It was his entry point into making Snowden relatable, and his way of showing the transformation from a patriotic 20-something
to a man who believed patriotism meant breaking a law. “That’s a journey that I don’t think has been fully appreciated by the American public at all,” he says. “For that to happen, we had to show Ed Snowden as a regular guy with girlfriend issues and epilepsy and broken legs in the Army—all of the bumps that come along the way in life.”
Entertainment ValueThroughout production, Snowden’s team had to straddle the line between a faithful retelling and entertainment value. It meant Snowden and Mills’s relationship could fill the Hollywood love story quota; it also meant taking the existing drama and ratcheting it up tenfold.“Ed Snowden is, in many ways, a squeaky clean guy,”
Fitzgerald says. But making the story accessible to general audiences required a level of tension and conflict expected from a late-summer studio release. “Our challenge was to find the rougher spots of Snowden’s life and bring them out.”But as production went on, Fitzgerald discovered that the truth and entertainment went hand in hand; they didn’t
have to do much more than let the story unfold exactly as Snowden experienced it. “The process of revelation he went through was shocking for him, so we wanted that to be shocking for the audience,” he says. “That alone is very entertaining. We used what was available to us to keep a mainstream audience as engaged as possible.”Not that he and
Stone didn’t have help. Technical supervisor Ralph Echemendia had a hand in all the movie’s visuals, leaving him with the unenviable task of making computer work look dynamic on screen. “Coding doesn’t look exciting, and neither does typing on a keyboard,” he says. But nailing the technical nuances was necessary to complement the escalating
drama. “It was reaching a balance where it wasn’t Star Trek but it wasn’t Cubicle Land either.” Ralph Echemendia[Photo: Andres Hernandez] Staying true to the tech also meant staying true to Snowden’s story. Echemendia—who also oversaw a system of protocols to ensure production details wouldn’t leak to the NSA (“We were going to be attacked
from the beginning”)—understood the significance of Snowden as both man and historical event. “This is a story about somebody who’s alive. We can’t make that up,” he says. “This is a real human issue.”Fitzgerald also seems to recognize the potential impact of Snowden’s story as finally told by Hollywood. It may lead to Snowden’s pardon, which he
sees as an inevitability. It may also inform policy, he says, as well as the way kids grow up thinking about privacy in the digital era. That, he argues, is worth making a movie such as Snowden.“We’ll never see another Edward Snowden in our lifetimes,” he says. “That adds a real sense of duty to the whole thing.”
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